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POLICE OFFICERS - FINGERPRINTING AUTHORISATION 

366. Hon GEORGE CASH to the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services: 

(1) From which category of persons or employment are police officers authorised by law to require 
fingerprints to be taken prior to a person being formally charged with an offence? 

(2) Are the fingerprints of police officers recorded either before or after they are admitted as members of 
the police force? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank Hon George Cash for some notice of the question. 
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has supplied an answer that is quite lengthy and in tabular form.  
I seek leave to table the answer and have it incorporated in Hansard. 
Leave granted. 
[See paper 1556.] 
The following material was incorporated -  
 

Categories of persons from which police officers are authorised to take fingerprints 

Uncharged adult suspect 

Volunteers 

Victims and witnesses 

Deceased persons 

Police officers 

Categories of employment for which police officers are authorised to take fingerprints 

Police officer applicants 

Crowd controllers 

Crowd control agents 

Security installers 

Applicants for baton and / or firearms endorsement 

Fingerprints taken from police officers are recorded before they are sworn in. 

Categories of Persons 

Uncharged adult suspect - Subject to a senior officer’s (sergeant and above) approval, police may require a person reasonably suspected to 
have committed a serious offence (an offence the statutory penalty for which is 12 months or more) to provide fingerprints for the purposes 
of affording evidence of whether the suspect committed that offence.  Refer section 44 Criminal Investigation (Identifying People) Act 2002 
(CIIPA). 
Note: Uncharged suspects who are juveniles or incapable persons may have fingerprints taken but only where a warrant is issued by a JP or 
Magistrate as the case requires. 

Volunteers - Under the CIIPA a person may volunteer their fingerprints to police for forensic purposes. 

Victims and Witnesses - In certain circumstances, under the CIIPA, a warrant may be issued to compel a person who is a witness or victim to 
provide fingerprints to police.  Refer section 31 and 32 CIIPA. 

Deceased Persons - Under the CIIPA the coroner may direct that fingerprints be taken from a deceased person for forensic purposes. 

Police Officers - Under the CIIPA the Commissioner may require a police officer to provide fingerprints for the purposes of investigating an 
offence, a suspected offence or offences generally. 

 
 


